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Aim:
 The project aims to ensure long-term survival of viable conservation reliant populations
of elephants in their natural habitats by protecting the elephants, their habitats and
migration corridors.
 Other goals of Project Elephant are supporting research of the ecology and
management of elephants, creating conservation awareness among local people,
providing improved veterinary care for captive elephants.
Objectives:
 To protect elephants, their habitat & corridors
 To address issues of man-animal conflict
 Welfare of captive elephants
 Project Elephant has also established the MIKE (Monitoring of Illegal Killing of
Elephants) programme of CITES

5. Rajasthan’s State bird may be extinct soon
News:
 Almost two years after the Rajasthan government proposed setting up of captive
breeding centres for the Great Indian Bustards to boost their wild population, the wildlife
activists here have called for enforcement of recovery plan for the country’s most
critically endangered bird.
 The GIB’s last remnant wild population of about 50 in Jaisalmer district accounts for 95%
of its total world population.
Great Indian Bustard
 The Great Indian Bustard, one of the heaviest
flying birds, can weigh up to 15 kg and grow up to
one metre in height. It is considered the flagship
grassland species, representing the health of the
grassland ecology.
 Less than 200 birds are left now, of which about
100 are in Rajasthan. with rampant hunting and
declining grasslands, their population dwindled. In
July 2011, the bird was categorised as “critically
endangered” by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).
 For long, conservationists have been demanding to secure this population, warning that
the bird might get extinct in the coming decades, in which case it would become the first
mega species to disappear from India after Cheetah in recent times.
Analysis:
 Once the contender for becoming India’s national bird, the Great Indian Bustard is now
facing extinction.
 It is listed in Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, in Appendix I of
CITES, as Critically Endangered on the IUCN Red List and the National Wildlife
Action Plan (2002-2016).
 Birdlife International uplisted this species from Endangered to Critically Endangered
(2011)
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 It has been identified as one of the species for the recovery programme under the
Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats of the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change.
 Historically, the great Indian bustard was distributed throughout Western India, spanning
11 states, as well as parts of Pakistan. Its stronghold was once the Thar desert in the
north-west and the Deccan plateau of the peninsula.
 Today, its population is confined mostly to Rajasthan (where it is the state bird) and
Gujarat. Small population occur in Maharashtra, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.
 The Desert National Park (Rajasthan) is one of the most prominent habitats for the Great
Indian Bustard.
 The sewan grassland landscape is the
Conservation status
bustard’s natural habitat. The bustard, known
locally as godawan, flourished for years in these
grasslands, but now most of that land is lost to
agriculture and other human activities.
 In 2013, the Rajasthan government launched
Critically Endangered (IUCN 3.1)
Project Great Indian Bustard, with the aim of
constructing breeding enclosures for the
species and developing infrastructure to reduce
human pressure on its habitats.

PRELIMS CARDINAL:
Constitutional Provisions
Article 51-A (g)
“It shall be duty of every citizen of India to protect and improve the natural environment
including forests, lakes, rivers and wild life and to have compassion for living creatures.”
Article 48 -A
“the state shall endeavor to protect and improve the environment and to safeguard the forests
and wild life of the country”.
Project Great Indian Bustard
 The Rajasthan forest department announced Rs 12 crore-Project Great Indian Bustard
On World Environment Day. The bird also happens to be the state bird of Rajasthan.
 Government plans to spend about Rs 4.5 crore this year on constituting enclosures and
securing inviolate areas to ensure successful breeding of birds in the Desert National
Park.
 A good number of birds are also found outside protected areas in Ajmer and Jaisalmer
districts. In the coming years,the state government assured to spend close to Rs 8 crore
at the breeding sites of bustards outside the protected areas,”.
The Rajasthan population of birds is very crucial for recovery programme. In other states, most
of the populations are restricted below 10. It is difficult to lead a recovery programme with
limited population. The bird is a slow breeder and the success rate of breeding is very less.
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The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
 IUCN is a membership Union uniquely composed of both government and civil society
organisations. It provides public, private and non-governmental organisations with the
knowledge and tools that enable human progress, economic development and nature
conservation to take place together.
 Created in 1948, IUCN has evolved into the world’s largest and most diverse
environmental network. It harnesses the experience, resources and reach of its 1,300
Member organisations and the input of some 13,000 experts.
 IUCN is the global authority on the status of the natural world and the measures
needed to safeguard it. Its experts are organised into six commissions dedicated to
species survival, environmental law, protected areas, social and economic policy,
ecosystem management, and education and communication.
 The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species is the world's most comprehensive
inventory of the global conservation status of plant and animal species.
 It uses a set of quantitative criteria to evaluate the extinction risk of thousands of
species. These criteria are relevant to most species and all regions of the world
 With its strong scientific base, The IUCN Red List is recognized as the most
authoritative guide to the status of biological diversity.
IUCN Red List of Threatened Species

The IUCN Red List Categories
 The IUCN Red List Categories define the extinction risk of species assessed. Nine
categories extend from NE (Not Evaluated) to EX (Extinct).
 Critically Endangered (CR), Endangered (EN) and Vulnerable (VU) species are
considered to be threatened with extinction.

CITES (the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora)
 an international agreement between governments. Its aim is to ensure that
international trade in specimens of wild animals and plants does not threaten their
survival.
 CITES was drafted as a result of a resolution adopted in 1963 at a meeting of
members of IUCN (The World Conservation Union). The text of the Convention was
finally agreed at a meeting of representatives of 80 countries in Washington, D.C., the
United States of America, on 3 March 1973, and on 1 July 1975 CITES entered in
force.
 The original of the Convention was deposited with the Depositary Government in the
Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish languages, each version being equally
authentic.
 States and regional economic integration organizations adhere voluntarily. States that
have agreed to be bound by the Convention are known as Parties. Although CITES is
legally binding on the Parties – in other words they have to implement the Convention
– it does not take the place of national laws. Rather it provides a framework to be
respected by each Party, which has to adopt its own domestic legislation to ensure that
CITES is implemented at the national level.
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Who is BirdLife International?
 BirdLife International is a global partnership of conservation organisations (NGOs) that
strives to conserve birds, their habitats and global biodiversity, working with people
towards sustainability in the use of natural resources. Together they are 121 BirdLife
Partners worldwide – one per country or territory – and growing.
 They are driven by a belief that local people, working for nature in their own places but
connected nationally and internationally through our global Partnership, are the key to
sustaining all life on this planet. This unique local-to-global approach delivers high
impact and long-term conservation for the benefit of nature and people.
 BirdLife is widely recognised as the world leader in bird conservation. Rigorous science
informed by practical feedback from projects on the ground in important sites and
habitats enables us to implement successful conservation programmes for birds and all
nature. Our actions are providing both practical and sustainable solutions significantly
benefiting nature and people.
UN Conference on the Human Environment (Stockholm, 1972).
 After the Stockholm Conference, the National Council for Environmental Policy and
Planning was set up in 1972 within the Department of Science and Technology to
establish a regulatory body to look after the environment-related issues. This Council
later evolved into a full-fledged Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF).
MoEF
was established in 1985, which today is the apex administrative body in the country for
regulating and ensuring environmental protection and lays down the legal and regulatory
framework for the same. Since the 1970s, a number of environment legislations have been
put in place.
The Wildlife Protection Act, 1972
of the Parliament of India enacted for protection of plants and animal species. Among other
reforms, the Act established schedules of protected plant and animal species; hunting or
harvesting these species was largely outlawed. The Act provides for the protection of wild
animals, birds and plants; and for matters connected there with or ancillary or incidental
thereto. It extends to the whole of India, except the State of Jammu and Kashmir which has its
own wildlife act. It has six schedules which give varying degrees of protection.
 Schedule I and part II of Schedule II provide absolute protection - offences under these
are prescribed the highest penalties.
 Species listed in Schedule III and Schedule IV are also protected, but the penalties are
much lower.
 Schedule V includes the animals which may be hunted.
 The specified endemic plants in Schedule VI are prohibited from cultivation and
planting. The hunting to the Enforcement authorities have the power to compound
offences under this Schedule (i.e. they impose fines on the offenders).
The Environment (Protection) Act (1986)
The Environment Protection Act is an important legislation that provides for coordination of
activities of the various regulatory agencies, creation of authorities with adequate powers for
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environmental protection, regulation of the discharge of environmental pollutants, handling of
hazardous substances, etc. The Act provided an opportunity to extend legal protection to nonforest habitats (‘Ecologically Sensitive Areas’) such as grasslands, wetlands and coastal
zones.
Third National Wildlife Action Plan 2017-31
 The third action plan comes after the first plan in 1983 and second from 2002 till 2016.
The third National Wildlife Action Plan is unique as this is the first time India has
recognised the concerns relating to climate change impact on wildlife and stressed on
integrating actions that need to be taken for its mitigation and adaptation into wildlife
management planning processes.
World Environment Day (WED)
 celebrated on the 5th of June every year, World Environment Day [WED] was
established by the UN General Assembly in 1972
 on the first day of the Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment, resulting
from discussions on the integration of human interactions and the environment. Two
years later, in 1974 the first WED was held with the theme "Only One Earth".
Even though WED celebrations have been held annually since 1974, in 1987 the idea for
rotating the centre of these activities through selecting different host countries began.

6. Twenty-nine people injured during ‘jallikattu’ in Tamil Nadu
News:
 A total of 29 people sustained minor injuries at the ‘jallikattu’ (bull-taming) event held in
Alanganallur in Tamil Nadu’s Madurai district on Thursday.
Anlaysis:
Jallikattu:
 Jallikattu (or sallikkattu), also known as eru thazhuvuthal and manju virattu, is a
traditional spectacle in which a bull (Bos indicus), such as the Pulikulam or Kangayam
breeds, is released into a crowd of people, and multiple human participants attempt to
grab the large hump on the bull's back with both arms and hang on to it while the bull
attempts to escape. Participants hold the hump for as long as possible, attempting to
bring the bull to a stop. In some cases, participants must ride long enough to remove
flags on the bull's horns.
 Jallikattu is typically practised in the Indian state of Tamil Nadu as a part of Pongal
celebrations on Mattu Pongal day, which occurs annually in January.
 As there were events of injury and death associated with the sport, both to the
participants and to the animals forced into it, animal rights organizations have called for
a ban to the sport, resulting in the court banning it several times over the past years.
However, with protest from the people against the ban, a new ordinance was made in
2017 to continue the sport.
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ANIMAL RIGHTS
It is the fundamental duty of every citizen of India to have compassion for all living
creatures. Article 51A(g).
To kill or maim any animal, including stray animals, is a punishable offence. IPC
Sections 428 and 429.
Bears, monkeys, tigers, panthers, lions and bulls are prohibited from being trained
and used for entertainment purposes, either in circuses or streets. Section 22(ii),
PCA Act, 1960

Preparation
With the introduction of the Regulation of Jallikattu Act, 2009, by the Tamil Nadu legislature, the
following activities were done in preparation of the event:
 A written permission is obtained from the respective collector, thirty days prior to conduct
of event along with notification of the event location.
 The arena and the way through which the bulls pass through is double-barricaded, in
order to avoid injuries to the spectators and by-standers who may be permitted to remain
within the barricades.
 The necessary gallery areas are built up along the double barricades.
 The necessary permissions are obtained from the collector for the participants and the
bulls fifteen days prior.
 Final preparation before the event include a complete testing by the authorities of the
Animal Husbandry Department, to ensure that performance enhancement drugs, liquor
or other irritants are not used on the bulls.
Impact
 Between 2008 and 2014, 43 humans and 4 bulls were killed in the jallikattu events. In
2017, there were 23 deaths in addition to about 2,500 human injuries and several
instances of injury to the bulls.
 Animal welfare concerns are related to the handling of the bulls before they are released
and also during competitor's attempts to subdue the bull. Practices before the bull is
released include prodding the bull with sharp sticks or scythes, extreme bending of the
tail which can fracture the vertebrae, and biting of the bull's tail. There are also reports of
the bulls being forced to drink alcohol to disorient them, or chilli peppers being rubbed in
their eyes to aggravate the bull.
 During attempts to subdue the bull, they are stabbed by various implements such as
knives or sticks, punched, jumped on and dragged to the ground. In variants in which the
bull is not enclosed, they may run into traffic or other dangerous places, sometimes
resulting in broken bones or death. Protestors claims that jallikattu is promoted as bull
taming, however, others suggest it exploits the bull's natural nervousness as prey
animals by deliberately placing them in a terrifying situation in which they are forced to
run away from the competitors which they perceive as predators and the practice
effectively involves catching a terrified animal. Along with human injuries and fatalities,
bulls themselves sometimes sustain injuries or die, which people may interpret as a bad
omen for the village.
 An investigation by the Animal Welfare Board of India concluded that "jallikattu is
inherently cruel to animals".
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 Animal welfare organisations such as the Federation of Indian Animal Protection
Organisations (FIAPO) and PETA India have protested against the practice.
Ban, protests and authorization
 Anti-ban protesters at Marina beach, January 2017.
 The Animal Welfare Board of India filed a case in the Supreme Court of India for an
outright ban on jallikattu because of the cruelty to animals and the threat to public safety
involved.
 On 27 November 2010, the Supreme Court permitted the Government of Tamil Nadu to
allow jallikattu for five months in a year and directed the District Collectors to make sure
that the animals that participate in jallikattu are registered to the Animal Welfare Board
and in return the Board would send its representative to monitor the event. The
Government of Tamil Nadu ordered that ₹2 lakh (US$2,800) be deposited by the
organizers in case of an accident or injury during the event and enacted a rule to allow a
team of veterinarians be present at the venue for certifying the bulls for participation in
the event and to provide treatment for bulls that get injured.
 The Ministry of Environment and Forests issued a notification in 2011 that banned the
use of bulls as performing animals, thereby banning the event.
 But the practice continued to be held under Tamil Nadu Regulation of Jallikattu Act No
27 of 2009.On 7 May 2014, the Supreme Court of India struck down the State law and
banned jallikattu altogether. The Supreme Court noted that any flouting of the ban
should result in penalties for cruelty to animals under The Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act, 1960. The court also asked the Government of India to amend the law on
preventing cruelty to animals to bring bulls within its ambit. The Supreme Court also
ruled that cruelty is inherent in these events, as bulls are not anatomically suited for such
activities and making them participate is subjecting them to unnecessary pain and
suffering, so such events were outlawed.
 On 8 January 2016, the Ministry of Environment and Forests permitted the continuation
of the tradition under certain conditions, effectively ending the ban. However, on 14
January 2016, the Supreme Court of India issued a stay on this order, upholding the
ban, after a petition filed by the Animal Welfare Board of India and PETA India, leading
to protests all over Tamil Nadu.The Supreme Court refused to review its decision on 26
July 2016.
 On 16 January 2016, the World Youth Organization (WYO) protested at Chennai against
the stay on the order overturning ban on conducting jallikattu in Tamil Nadu. The WYO
also demanded a ban on PETA in India.
 On 8 January 2017, several hundreds of protesters conducted a rally at Chennai Marina
opposing the ban on jallikattu. the participants walked from the lighthouse to the labour
statue bearing posters saying "save jallikattu". A few churches openly conducted prayer
mass and rally against the Supreme Court ruling. Following the protests at Chennai,
many students started rallies in various towns of Tamil Nadu.
 After hearing the petitions which were led by the Animal Welfare Board of India
challenging central government's notification, the Supreme Court of India on 12 January
ordered a stay, issued notices to the central government and the Tamil Nadu
government and later refused to lift the stay.Numerous jallikattu events were held across
Tamil Nadu in protest of the ban, and hundreds of participants were detained by police in
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response.The Supreme Court has agreed to delay its verdict on jallikattu for a wee k
following the centre's request that doing so would avoid unrest.
 Due to these protests, on 21 January 2017, the governor of Tamil Nadu issued a new
ordinance that authorized the continuation of jallikattu events. On 23 January 2017 the
Tamil Nadu legislature passed a bipartisan bill, with the accession of the Prime Minister,
exempting jallikattu from the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act (1960). The first legal
jallikattu under this exemption is scheduled on 1 February in Alanganallur, Madurai
district.
 The legal situation surrounding jallikattu is as yet not clearly resolved. Some, such as ex
Ministry of External Affairs cabinet minister Salman Khurshid, have stated that the matter
will only be truly resolved if the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act is amended as local
ordinances and state laws cannot trump Indian federal law. According to The Hindu,
many other Indian legal experts agreed with Khurshid's view, as federal laws such as the
PCA are always more powerful than state laws, and in that respect the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals (Tamil Nadu Amendment) Act of 2017 is not much different from the
state law overturned in 2009. For its part, PETA India has said that it will "study" the new
ordinance, and has not ruled out a challenge to the new law on the same grounds as it
challenged the 2009 .On Jan 25, the Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI) started the
legal ,Court,[59][61] but they withdrew the petition on Jan 26 According to the AWBI's
acting chairperson, AWBI does not plan to re-file the petition, but he claimed no
knowledge of what other organizations, such as PETA, may do.
Timeline of the legal battle against the performance
 29 March 2006: While hearing a petition filed by K. Muniasamy Thevar seeking
permission to conduct a bullock cart race, the Madras High Court's Madurai Bench bans
the sport of jallikattu.
 10 January 2007: Jallikattu organisers file an appeal and the Single Bench Order is
stayed by a Division Bench, paving the way to conduct the event again.
 9 March 2007: The Division Bench sets aside Single Bench Order and gives suggestions
to the State to introduce a regulatory mechanism.
 27 July 2007: The Madras High Court's order is stayed by the Supreme Court after
hearing an appeal by AWBI.
 11 January 2008: The Supreme Court vacates stay, refusing to allow the sport.
 15 January 2008: The Supreme Court allows a revision petition of the State, thereby
permitting the event.
 21 July 2009: The ruling DMK government passes the Tamil Nadu Regulation of
Jallikattu Act, 2009.
 8 April 2011: The Tamil Nadu Regulation of Jallikattu Act, 2009 is challenged by PETA
before the Supreme Court.
 11 July 2011: Ministry of Environment and Forests issues notification banning the use of
bulls as performing animals.
 7 May 2014: The Supreme Court bans jallikattu and strikes down the State law on the
basis of a plea by the AWBI and PETA.
 7 January 2016: Ministry of Environment and Forests modifies its earlier notification to
permit the sport.
 12 January 2016: The Supreme Court stays the Centre's notification after hearing pleas
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by the AWBI and PETA.
16 November 2016: The State government's review petition seeking permission to
conduct the event in 2017 is dismissed by the Supreme Court.
12 January 2017: The Supreme Court refuses to give a hurried judgement on a
government notification to accommodate the sport in 2017.
21 January 2017: The Centre clears the ordinance proposed by the AIADMK
government to bring a State amendment to the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act,
1960. The State had earlier urged the Centre to consider the plea following massive
protests.
23 January 2017: The State passes the Jallikattu Bill bringing into effect the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals (Tamil Nadu Amendment) Act, 2017, thereby allowing the conduct
of jallikattu.
24 January 2017: The AWBI and PETA challenges the Tamil Nadu Amendment Act,
2017.
31 January 2017: The Supreme Court refuses to stay the Tamil Nadu Amendment Act,
2017.
6 November 2017: The Supreme Court seeks the State government's response to the
plea filed by PETA questioning the Amendment Act.
2 February 2018: The Supreme Court refers all petitions filed against the sport to a
Constitution Bench
Madurai Admin Enrolls Participants in Mandatory Insurance Scheme
The Madurai district administration has enrolled participants in a mandatory insurance
scheme that is applicable in the event of death. The jallikattu participants were
reportedly asked to visit their banks to sign up for the Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima
Yojana (PMSBY) scheme which would provide them with a risk coverage of upto Rs 2
lakh.

Summary:
 The protesters say their fight is for their culture and Tamil pride and reject the allegation
that Jallikattu is cruel to the bulls. They have also demanded that animal rights
organisation PETA, which has lobbied against Jallikatu, be banished from the state. The
protesters say the law on cruelty to animals must be amended to include Jallikattu bulls
on a list of trained animals used in the military or for educational and scientific purposes.
 The Jallikattu has emerged as a lightning rod for a spectrum of issues, ranging from
drought relief to farm debt in the state. In fact, protestors across Tamil Nadu have hinted
that their passion for Jallikattu stems from anguish over rural distress. In dealing with the
street protests, the political establishment in Tamil Nadu ought not to be blind to the big
picture.
 The proper course for the Centre and the State government is to persuade the Supreme
Court that a jallikattu that does not involve, or at least almost eliminates, cruelty to
animals and that guarantees the safety of spectators and participants alike is indeed
possible. It is all right if popular sentiment can influence legislation, but it cannot
undermine the rule of law.
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7. PARIVESH
News:
 An ambitious web-based single-window system ‘Parivesh’ will be rolled-out at state
levels by January 15, bringing an end to the clearance nightmare for entrepreneurs.

Anlaysis:
 PARIVESH in hindi refers to environment.
 PARIVESH (Pro-Active and Responsive facilitation by Interactive, Virtuous and
Environmental Single-window Hub) is a web based, role based workflow application
which has been developed for online submission and monitoring of the proposals
submitted by the proponents for seeking Environment, Forest, Wildlife and CRZ
Clearances from Central, State and district level authorities. It automates the entire
tracking of proposals which includes online submission of a new proposal,
editing/updating the details of proposals and displays status of the proposals at each
stage of the workflow.
 Launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi at central level last year on World Biofuel
Day, developed under the ‘Digital India’ initiative.
 It has been rolled out for online submission, monitoring and management of proposals
submitted by Project Proponents to the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change (MOEFCC), as well as to the State Level Environmental Impact Assessment
Authorities (SEIAA).
 The officials of the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority (EIA) and State
Expert Appraisal Committee (EAC) along with the State Pollution Control Boards are
undergoing training.
 The system has been designed, developed and hosted by the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change, with technical support from National Informatics Centre,
(NIC).
 It provides single registration and single sign-in for all types of clearances (i.e.
Environment, Forest, Wildlife and CRZ), unique-ID for all types of clearances
required for a particular project.
 PARIVESH offers a framework to generate economic growth and strengthens
Sustainable Development through e- Governance. With automatic highlighting of noncompliance by the system, PARIVESH helps in improving the overall performance and
efficiency of the whole appraisal process.
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Key benefits
 It provides transparency and efficiency in the working environment. “In his 2014
Independence Day speech from Red Fort, the Prime Minister had promised for egovernance making governance easy, effective and economic governance.
 Minimizes the processing delay, helps in timely disposal of important issues. The sharp
reduction in the time taken for Terms of Reference (TOR) for a project from about the
current 90 days to as low as one day is the biggest benefit of the scheme. The system
requires issuance of Standard TOR within a limit of 30 days.
 Enables one to work from anywhere, anytime, leads to a paperless working and provides
ease and flexibility in the retrieval of various reports.
 also helps the processing authorities as it has a Single Window System for Central,
State and District level clearances, auto-generation of agenda (based on first come, first
served principle), minutes of the meetings and online generation of approval letters,
resulting in ease and uniformity in processing of clearance applications, online
submission and monitoring of compliance reports including geo-tagged images of the
site by regulatory body / inspecting officers even through the Mobile App for enhanced
compliance monitoring.
 the facility of Geographic Information System (GIS) interface for the Appraisal
Committee will help them in analyzing the proposal efficiently, automatic alerts (via SMS
and emails) at important stages to the concerned officers, committee members and
higher authorities to check the delays, if any.
 enables project proponents, citizens to view, track and interact with scrutiny officers,
generates online clearance letters, online mailers and alerts to state functionaries in
case of delays beyond stipulated time for processing of applications.

Summary::
 Environment protection is part of our cultural values and traditions. In Atharvaveda, it
has been said that “Man’s paradise is on earth; this living world is the beloved place of
all; It has the blessings of nature’s bounties; live in a lovely spirit”.
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 Earth is our paradise and it is our duty to protect our paradise. The constitution of India
embodies the framework of protection and preservation of nature without which life
cannot be enjoyed. The knowledge of constitutional provisions regarding environment
protection is need of the day to bring greater public participation, environmental
awareness, environmental education and sensitize the people to preserve ecology and
environment.

PRELIMS CARDINAL:
Several environment protection legislations existed even before Independence of India.
However, the true thrust for putting in force a well-developed framework came only after the UN
Conference on the Human Environment (Stockholm, 1972).
After the Stockholm Conference, the National Council for Environmental Policy and Planning
was set up in 1972 within the Department of Science and Technology to establish a regulatory
body to look after the environment-related issues. This Council later evolved into a full-fledged
Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF).
MoEF was established in 1985, which today is the apex administrative body in the country for
regulating and ensuring environmental protection and lays down the legal and regulatory
framework for the same. Since the 1970s, a number of environment legislations have been put
in place. The MoEF and the pollution control boards ("CPCB", ie, Central Pollution Control
Board and "SPCBs", ie, State Pollution Control Boards) together form the regulatory and
administrative core of the sector.
Some of the important legislations for environment protection are as follows:












The National Green Tribunal Act, 2010
The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981
The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974
The Environment Protection Act, 1986
The Hazardous Waste Management Regulations, etc.
Other Laws Relating to Environment
The Wildlife Protection Act, 1972
The Forest Conservation Act, 1980
Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991
The Biological Diversity Act, 2002
Coastal Regulation Zone Notification
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Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is an important management tool for ensuring
optimal use of natural resources for sustainable development. A beginning in this direction
was made in impact assessment of river valley projects in 1978-79 and the scope has
subsequently been enhanced to cover other developmental sectors such as industries,
thermal power projects, mining schemes etc. To facilitate collection of environmental data and
preparation of management plans, guidelines have been evolved and circulated to the
concerned Central and State Government Departments. EIA has now been made mandatory
under the Environmental (Protection Act, 1986 for 29 categories of developmental activities
involving investments of Rs. 50 crores and above.

Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), statutory organisation, constituted in September,
1974 under the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974. Further entrusted with
the powers and functions under the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981.It
serves as a field formation and also provides technical services to the MOEFCC of the
provisions of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. Principal Functions of the CPCB, as
spelt out in the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, and the Air (Prevention
and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981, (i) to promote cleanliness of streams and wells in different
areas of the States by prevention, control and abatement of water pollution, and (ii) to improve
the quality of air and to prevent, control or abate air pollution in the country.

CONSTITUTIONAL IMPLICATIONS
 Article 51-A (g), says that “It shall be duty of every citizen of India to protect and
improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers and wild life and to have
compassion for living creatures.”
 Article 47 provides that the State shall regard the raising of the level of nutrition and the
standard of living of its people and the improvement of public health as among its
primary duties. The improvement of public health also includes the protection and
improvement of environment without which public health cannot be assured.
 Article 48 -A of the constitution says that “the state shall endeavor to protect and
improve the environment and to safeguard the forests and wild life of the country”.
 Article 21 has received liberal interpretation from time to time after the decision of the
Supreme Court in Maneka Gandhi vs. Union of India, (AIR 1978 SC 597). Article 21
guarantees fundamental right to life. Right to environment, free of danger of disease
and infection is inherent in it. Right to healthy environment is important attribute of right
to live with human dignity. The right to live in a healthy environment as part of Article 21
of the Constitution was first recognized in the case of Rural Litigation and Entitlement
Kendra vs. State, AIR 1988 SC 2187 (Popularly known as Dehradun Quarrying Case).
It is the first case of this kind in India, involving issues relating to environment and
ecological balance in which Supreme Court directed to stop the excavation (illegal
mining) under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. In M.C. Mehta vs. Union of India,
AIR 1987 SC 1086 the Supreme Court treated the right to live in pollution free
environment as a part of fundamental right to life under Article 21 of the Constitution.
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 Article 19 (1) (g) of the Indian constitution confers fundamental right on every citizen to
practice any profession or to carry on any occupation, trade or business. This is
subject to reasonable restrictions. A citizen cannot carry on business activity, if it is
health hazards to the society or general public. Thus safeguards for environment
protection are inherent in this. The Supreme Court, while deciding the matter relating
to carrying on trade of liquor in Cooverjee B. Bharucha Vs Excise commissioner,
Ajmer (1954, SC 220) observed that, if there is clash between environmental
protection and right to freedom of trade and occupation, the courts have to balance
environmental interests with the fundamental rights to carry on any occupations.
 At local and village level also, Panchayats have been empowered under the
constitution to take measures such as soil conservation, water management, forestry
and protection of the environment and promotion of ecological aspect.

8. Halfdone (Plastic Waste Management)
Anlaysis:
 India won global acclaim for its “Beat Plastic Pollution” resolve declared on World
Environment Day 2018, under which it pledged to eliminate single-use plastic by 2022.
 So far, 22 States and Union Territories have joined the fight, announcing a ban on
single-use plastics such as carry bags, cups, plates, cutlery, straws and thermocol
products.
 Puducherry will implement a ban from March 1, 2019.
 It is important to note that where firm action has been taken, positive results have
followed. A Bengaluru waste collective estimates that the volume of plastic waste that
they collect dropped from about two tonnes a day to less than 100 kg.
 Voluntary initiatives are having an impact in many States, as citizens reduce, reuse and
sort their waste. However, this is only a small start.
 The Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016 are clear that producers, importers and
brand owners must adopt a collect-back system for the plastic they introduce into the
environment. Although the rules were notified in 2016, and later on, amended and given
high visibility by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, not much has
been done to take the process forward.
The Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016 aim to:
 Increase minimum thickness of plastic carry bags from 40 to 50 microns and stipulate
minimum thickness of 50 micron for plastic sheets also to facilitate collection and recycle
of plastic waste.
 Expand the jurisdiction of applicability from the municipal area to rural areas, because
plastic has reached rural areas also.
 To bring in the responsibilities of producers and generators, both in plastic waste
management system and to introduce collect back system of plastic waste by the
producers/brand owners, as per extended producers responsibility;
 To introduce collection of plastic waste management fee through pre-registration of the
producers, importers of plastic carry bags/multi-layered packaging and vendors selling
the same for establishing the waste management system;
 To promote use of plastic waste for road construction as per Indian Road Congress
guidelines or energy recovery, or waste to oil etc. for gainful utilization of waste and also
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address the waste disposal issue; to entrust more responsibility on waste generators,
namely payment of user charge as prescribed by local authority, collection and handing
over of waste by the institutional generator, event organizers.
CHALLENGES
 Waste plastic from packaging of everything from food, cosmetics and groceries to goods
delivered by online platforms remains unaddressed
 It will take a paradigm shift in the manner in which waste is collected and handled by
municipal authorities to change this.
 The depressing reality is that State and local governments are unwilling to upgrade their
waste management systems, which is necessary to even measure the true scale of
packaging waste.
SUGGESTIONS
 Experts point out that governments must start charging the producers for their waste,
and collect it diligently, which will lead to recovery and recycling.
 Experts opine that at the very least, local bodies should consult manufacturers or
importers to assess the problem.
 Delaying such a measure has created the anomalous situation of small producers of
plastics facing the ban, while more organised entities covered by the Extended Producer
Responsibility clause continue with business as usual
 Such enforcement failure is not an argument in favour of relaxing the prohibition on
flimsy plastics that are typically used for under 15 minutes, but to recover thousands of
tonnes of waste that end up in dumping sites.
 Cities and towns need competent municipal systems to achieve this. Again, there is little
doubt that plastics play a major role in several industries, notably in the automotive,
pharmaceutical, health care and construction sectors.
 However, it is the fast moving consumer goods sector that uses large volumes of
packaging, posing a higher order challenge. This calls for urgent action.
 Experts point out that governments should show the same resolve here, as they have
done in imposing the ban.
World Environment Day
World Environment Day (WED) is celebrated on the 5th of June every year, and is the United
Nation's principal vehicle for encouraging awareness and action for the protection of our
environment. First held in 1974, it has been a flagship campaign for raising awareness on
emerging environmental issues from marine pollution, human overpopulation, and global
warming, to sustainable consumption and wildlife crime. WED has grown to become a global
platform for public outreach, with participation from over 143 countries annually. Each year,
WED has a new theme that major corporations, NGOs, communities, governments and
celebrities worldwide adopt to advocate environmental causes
Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB)
The CPCB, statutory organisation, was constituted in September, 1974 under the Water
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974. Further, CPCB was entrusted with the powers
and functions under the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981.
It serves as a field formation and also provides technical services to the Ministry of
Environment and Forests of the provisions of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.
Principal Functions of the CPCB, as spelt out in the Water (Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1974, and the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981, (i) to promote
cleanliness of streams and wells in different areas of the States by prevention, control and
abatement of water pollution, and (ii) to improve the quality of air and to prevent, control or
abate air pollution in the country.
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CONSTITUTIONAL IMPLICATIONS
 Article 51-A (g), says that “It shall be duty of every citizen of India to protect and
improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers and wild life and to
have compassion for living creatures.”
 Article 47 provides that the State shall regard the raising of the level of nutrition and
the standard of living of its people and the improvement of public health as among
its primary duties. The improvement of public health also includes the protection and
improvement of environment without which public health cannot be assured.
 Article 48 -A of the constitution says that “the state shall endeavor to protect and
improve the environment and to safeguard the forests and wild life of the country”.
 Article 21 has received liberal interpretation from time to time after the decision of
the Supreme Court in Maneka Gandhi vs. Union of India, (AIR 1978 SC 597). Article
21 guarantees fundamental right to life. Right to environment, free of danger of
disease and infection is inherent in it. Right to healthy environment is important
attribute of right to live with human dignity. The right to live in a healthy environment
as part of Article 21 of the Constitution was first recognized in the case of Rural
Litigation and Entitlement Kendra vs. State, AIR 1988 SC 2187 (Popularly known as
Dehradun Quarrying Case). It is the first case of this kind in India, involving issues
relating to environment and ecological balance in which Supreme Court directed to
stop the excavation (illegal mining) under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. In
M.C. Mehta vs. Union of India, AIR 1987 SC 1086 the Supreme Court treated the
right to live in pollution free environment as a part of fundamental right to life under
Article 21 of the Constitution.
 Article 19 (1) (g) of the Indian constitution confers fundamental right on every citizen
to practice any profession or to carry on any occupation, trade or business. This is
subject to reasonable restrictions. A citizen cannot carry on business activity, if it is
health hazards to the society or general public. Thus safeguards for environment
protection are inherent in this. The Supreme Court, while deciding the matter
relating to carrying on trade of liquor in Cooverjee B. Bharucha Vs Excise
commissioner, Ajmer (1954, SC 220) observed that, if there is clash between
environmental protection and right to freedom of trade and occupation, the courts
have to balance environmental interests with the fundamental rights to carry on any
occupations.
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1. ICICI Bank sacks Chanda Kochhar
News:
 The ICICI Bank has decided to terminate the contract of former managing director and
CEO Chanda Kochhar after the B.N. Srikrishna panel found that she violated the bank’s
code of conduct.
Details of the issue
 In June last year, the bank formed the one-member panel, assisted by a law firm, to look
into the allegations of conflict of interest against Ms. Kochhar in relation to a loan given to
Videocon Industries.
 According to a bank statement, the Srikrishna panel report concluded that primarily on
account of ineffectively dealing with conflict of interest and due disclosure or recusal
requirements, Ms. Kochhar was in violation of the ICICI Bank Code of Conduct, its
framework for dealing with conflict of interest and fiduciary duties, and in terms of
applicable Indian laws, rules and regulations.
 “The Enquiry Report also concluded that her lack of diligence … when considered that the
bank’s processes were dependent solely on the directors discharging their fiduciary duty to
recuse themselves and avoid conflict, implies that the bank’s processes were rendered
ineffective by her approach to such disclosures and avoidance of conflict,” the bank said.
 Kochhar, who assumed charge as MD and CEO on May 1, 2009, resigned in October last
year.
Analysis:
Conflict of Interest
A conflict of interest is a situation in which an individual has competing interests or loyalties. It
occurs when an individual or entity indulges in multiple roles, one affecting the other. Conflicts
of interest involve dual relationships; one person in a position in one relationship and a
relationship in another situation. A conflict of interest can exist in many different situations.
The easiest way to explain the concept of conflict of interest is by using some examples:
 With a public official whose personal interests conflict with his/her professional position.
 With a person who has a position of authority in one organization that conflicts with his or
her interests in another organization.
 With a person who has conflicting responsibilities.
Types of activities that can create a possible conflict of interest include
 Nepotism - the practice of giving favors to relatives and close friends, often by hiring them.
 Self-dealing - situation in which someone in a position of responsibility in an organization
has outside conflicting interests and acts in their own interest rather than the interest of the
organization.
These activities in themselves create the conditions for a conflict of interest, but not wrongdoing
or criminal activity. In the private (non-governmental) sector, most organizations have policies
and procedures that don’t allow a conflict of interest, to avoid a potential problem before it
occurs.
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2. Shah Faesal, making a political turn (A Perspective on All India Service (Conduct
Rules), 1968)
News:
Conduct of officers belonging to the IAS, IPS and IFoS is bound by All India Service (Conduct)
Rules, 1968 and their performance judged by the ubiquitous Annual Confidential Reports
written by their superiors. In addition, other Acts like the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988 are
meant to keep officers on their toes. At a time of heightened public awareness, a vigilant media,
social or otherwise, and an active judiciary, bureaucracy in general and bureaucrats in
particular are in public gaze and under constant attack. Do rules framed decades ago to
discipline such officers help the cause of public interest or hinder it? Are the rules, in the name
of disciplining, making them submit meekly to the powers that be?
Context:
A Brief Note on the Civil Service Conduct Rules:
 Every member of the Service shall at all times maintain absolute integrity and devotion to
duty and shall do nothing which is unbecoming of a member of the Service.
 Every member of the Service shall maintain:(i) high ethical standards, integrity and honesty;
(ii) political neutrality;
(iii) promoting of the principles of merit, fairness and impartiality in the discharge of
duties;
(iv) accountability and transparency;
(v) responsiveness to the public, particularly to the weaker section;
(vi) courtesy and good behavior with the public.
 Every member of the Service shall take all possible steps to ensure integrity of, and
devotion to duty by, all Government servants for the time being under his control and
authority.
 Every member of the service shall in the discharge of his duties act in a courteous manner
and shall not adopt dilatory tactics in his dealings with the public or otherwise.
 Every member of the Service shall:(i) commit himself to and uphold the supremacy of the Constitution and democratic
values;
(ii) defend and uphold the sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of State, public
order, decency and morality;
(iii) maintain integrity in public service;
(iv) take decisions solely in public interest and use or cause to use public resources
efficiently, effectively and economically;
(v) declare any private interests relating to his public duties and take steps to resolve any
conflicts in a way that protects the public interest;
(vi) not place himself under any financial or other obligations to any individual or
organisation which may influence him in the performance of his official duties;
(vii) not misuse his position as civil servant and not take decisions in order to derive
financial or material benefits for himself, his family or his friends;
(viii) make choices, take decisions and make recommendations on merit alone;
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(ix) act with fairness and impartiality and not discriminate against anyone, particularly the
poor and the under-privileged sections of society;
(x) refrain from doing anything which is or may be contrary to any law, rules, regulations
and established practices
(xi) maintain discipline in the discharge of his duties and be liable to implement the lawful
orders duly communicated to him;
(xii) be liable to maintain confidentiality in the performance of his official duties as
required by any laws for the time being in force, particularly with regard to information,
disclosure of which may prejudicially affect the sovereignty and integrity of India, the
security of State, strategic, scientific or economic interests of the State, friendly relation
with foreign countries or lead to incitement of an offence or illegal or unlawful gains to
any person;
(xiii) perform and discharge his duties with the highest degree of professionalism and
dedication to the best of his abilities.
 No member of the Service shall, in the performance of his official duties, or in the exercise
of powers conferred on him, act otherwise than in his own best judgment to be true and
correct except when he is acting under the direction of his official superior.
 The direction of the official superior shall ordinarily be in writing. Where the issue of oral
direction becomes unavoidable, the official superior shall confirm it in writing immediately
thereafter.
 A member of the Service who has received oral direction from his official superior shall
seek confirmation of the same in writing, as early as possible and in such case, it shall be
the duty of the official superior to confirm the direction in writing.
Analysis:
 On January 9, 2019 Shah Faesal stunned the nation with his announcement that he was
quitting as managing director of the Jammu and Kashmir State Power Development
Corporation. The 35-year-old had topped the Indian Administrative Services (IAS)
examination in 2010.

Why did he take such a step?
 He termed his decision a “small defiance and protest against unabated killings in Kashmir,
lack of reach-out and marginalisation of around 200 million Indian Muslims at the hands of
Hindutva forces by reducing them to second-class citizens.”
 Experts have pointed out that Mr. Faesal’s frequent brushes with controversy has
constantly pushed him to the centre of discourse.
 As Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora, he had ordered a magisterial inquiry into the killing of
a civilian, Farhat Ahmad Dar, in firing by security forces on protesters within his jurisdiction
in 2014. He followed up the inquiry by writing to the General Administration Department,
seeking an amendment to the rules to bring appraisals of officers of the rank of
superintendent of police under a Deputy Commissioner’s purview “to reduce human rights
violations.” His letter attracted a reprimand from the Chief Secretary, who called it
“crossing of the red line.”
 Subsequently, his tweets and write-ups on the Kashmir problem landed him in a
major row.
 Many leaders, including Union Minister Jitendra Singh, were critical of his views.
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 It is important to point out that in July 2018, the Department of Personnel and Training
pointed to a tweet of Mr. Faesal and said its contents were “prima facie in
contravention of the provision of the All India Service (Conduct Rules), 1968, and All
India Services (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969.” An inquiry is pending against
him for his tweets.

What lies next?
 Mr. Faesal, who returned to the State recently from Harvard University after completing a
course in public policy, has since announced that he is going to join politics.
 However, he remained non-committal on joining any ideological platform.
 He described his stint in politics as “an addition and not an alternative” and made it clear
that “he has no aim to divide the J&K electorate further,” a hint that he may join some
regional party.
 In the face of an unprecedented feedback, especially from the youth on social media
platforms, Mr. Faesal was swayed against joining a current mainstream party immediately.
He said his politics would be “a politics of disruption.”
 The mainstream parties, which had failed to represent the sentiments of the people, should
reinvent themselves and find a new vocabulary, Mr. Faesal said.
 He has decided to go back to the grassroots and meet people for the next six months
before taking a call.
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Are you eligible?
Since it is the election year, one might wonder that this question is posed with respect to
eligibility of a person to vote. But, no, there is a more important question at hand. Are you
eligible to drink?
Because clearly one needs to be more mature to drink in certain states than to decide which
political person should represent one’s interests. In case you have been living under a pretty
big rock or you just came out of your bubble or perhaps you are just a kid, you need to be 18
years of age to cast your vote in the elections conducted to decide the people’s representatives
of this country. This is same no matter which state you go to but when it comes to consuming
alcohol, the case is completely different. Since the subject of alcohol is in the state list under
the seventh schedule of the Indian constitution, the laws regarding the sale and consumption of
alcohol are subjected to the state’s discretion. Certain states like Manipur, Nagaland,
Lakshadweep etc prohibited it completely while on the other hand states like Maharashtra,
Chandigarh, Haryana have set the Minimum Legal Drinking Age (MLDA) as high as 25 implying
that more maturity is required before consuming alcohol than in deciding to get married.
My quest to understand the rationale behind setting up different MLDA in each state lead me to
look at several arguments for and against the culture of alcohol consumption. Some say alcohol
is the primary reason for increase in crimes in the country while some are furious about people
consuming alcohol on the holy land where Mahatma Gandhi was born. While I have no
comments on the latter, the former argument got me checking data on National Crime Records
Bureau. The latest edition of the report on crimes pertains to the year 2016.
The MLDA in Delhi is 25 and Goa is 18 but the rate of IPC, that is the number of IPC crimes per
one lakh population, is 974.9 in Delhi and 135.6 in Goa. Although there is a population gap, it is
important to note that rate of IPC of Delhi is very high than the all India average of 233.6 and
also Goa has a floating population of tourists which should be taken into consideration. On the
other hand, Gujarat, which has a complete prohibition, has a rate of IPC almost equal to that of
all India at 233.2. Nagaland which also has a prohibition of alcohol consumption has a low rate
of IPC at 57.6. The top three cities with highest number of reported rape cases are Delhi,
Mumbai and Pune, all of which has a MLDA pegged at 25. Does this mean that it should be
increased to 27 or 30 or maybe banned until the crime rate goes down? Maximum number of
cases under juveniles in conflict with law were reported in Delhi (35.6%) followed by Mumbai
(14.2%) and Pune (11.3%). Does this mean most of these offenders were under the influence
of alcohol that they bought with fake ID’s? The randomness in numbers is similar with respect
to deaths due to rash/negligent driving.
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Crimes happen for several reasons and alcohol isn’t the important one among them. The cause
of a crime is the innate nature of the offender rather than the intoxication. It might be true that
there have been offences committed while being intoxicated but it may not be the root cause.
But that’s a debate for another day. There is no concrete evidence as to say that consumption
of alcohol leads to more crime. The mismatch between incidence of crimes and age restriction
on drinking proves the point that restriction or allowing alcohol has very little to do with crimes.
Browsing around in National Crime Records Bureau would give a little more perspective.
It doesn’t mean that alcohol has no effect at all on the above mentioned and other crimes or
accidents. Patna based Asian development research institute conducted a study on crime rates
after Bihar banned alcohol in 2016, which showed decrease in kidnapping for ransom, murder
and dacoity in the post prohibition period. Another study by development management institute,
Patna showed significant diversion of alcohol spending to consumer goods.
Alcohol consumption may not be the major cause for road accidents but around the world the
decrease in number of accidents coincided with the increase in MLDA to 21. So, keeping this in
mind, should MLDA be increased or should alcohol be prohibited looking at the promising
results in Bihar? Let’s evaluate the scenario where alcohol is banned. Initially, it may seem like
everything is going down good as in the case of Bihar but, it is not a long-term solution. What
happens when the pot is tied higher while playing Dahi Handi during Krishna Janmashtami?
People wouldn’t leave it, instead will form a bigger human pyramid to reach it. There are
alternatives to alcohol and also alternative ways to buy alcohol irrespective of the ban, evident
from the scenario in Gujarat. Furthermore, people might resort to all levels of crimes in the
process of acquiring it. Only the occasional drinkers might stop it because of the ban but the
habitual abusers would go to lengths to acquire it any cost and that is what was the problem in
the first place.
Raising the MLDA on the other hand won’t help either as seen in the cases of the states where
it is 25 years of age. But according to WHO, alcohol use is the third leading risk factor for poor
health globally and hence shouldn’t be ignored without doing anything. But our state
governments seem to think that age restrictions and prohibition are the only ways to deal with it
which would make one assume that these strategies are purely political. Regardless of the
intentions of politicians, it is wise to look at what other countries did and are doing to contain
alcoholism without losing on the revenue it is generating.
Countries like England, Scotland have been formulating policies such as minimum unit price for
alcohol, taking measures to end the availability of cheap alcohol and ban on multi-buy
promotions in the off-trade. Iran resorted to methods of school-based and community-based
prevention efforts along with monitoring, vigilance, treatment and rehabilitation services.
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Iceland tweaked with the idea of giving kids better things to do than drugs and alcohol which
resulted in it toping the European list of cleanest living teens. They also banned alcohol
advertising. WHO recommended a national action plan for all the member countries with a
multi-pronged strategy of concentrating on 10 different areas such as community action, pricing
policies, health services response etc.
The unilateral approach of either banning or increasing MLDA is not the right way of dealing
with alcoholism if the law makers are really concerned about it. As long as it is part of a political
scheme where it can be used as a populist measure to gain support from certain sections of the
society, the root cause of the problem won’t be solved. It is very apparent that the mindset is
what should be altered by creating awareness and changing the way that people feel about
alcohol rather than commanding not to drink at all. A limited and responsible consumption helps
people in socialising and individuals should be made aware about the risks of excessive
consumption so that they can make an informed choice about healthier drinking.
So, going back to the question of if you are eligible to drink, neither prohibition isn’t stopping
anyone from drinking and nor is the age restriction, which is an open secret. This means your
eligibility doesn’t come from the legal status in whichever state you are in but from the choice
you make consciously. Are you aware of the effects alcohol truly has on your mind and body?
Are you aware of how much alcohol your body can take at one go? Can you drink and not
cause nuisance to people around you? Can you drink and not put yourself or anyone else in
danger? Are you eligible to drink?
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